Foreword

The author, Professor U Kyaw Myint Oo, has given thirty or
more years of his life to carrying out resesrch in the field of
Environmental Toxicology.This book, Effects of Environmental
Pollutants on Living Systems, therefore, is based on the
scientific findings drawn from his personal studies, his teaching
experience as professor of zoology, and his engagement in many
research projects in the field.

The use of pesticide in order to increase the vyield in
agriculture has been widespread for years, and this has brought
about such undesirable side-effects as environmental pollution
and destruction of wildlife. With a focus on this harmful
phenomenon, the author has, since 1973, been carrying out
research in the field of “Toxicity of Pesticides on Fish” and has
now in this book devoted a chapter to “Pesticide Toxicity
Research in Myanmar”.

To any reader of this book, the three initial objectives of
bringing out this publication should be apparent: the first is to
inform the general public of how Environmental Pollutants can
be harmful to human health and cause destruction and death to
wildlife. The second is to help the general public come to know
the precautionary and preventive measures that may be taken to
avert the adverse effects of Environmental Pollutants, as well as
what an individual may do to reduce pollution in his
environment. The third is to encourage further research in
Environmental Toxicology, using to advantage the research
findings presented in this book.



The objectives being so, the information contained in this
book should certainly help the reader become aware of how the
injurious effects of environmental pollution may be averted, and
at the same time educate him as to what he may do to reduce
pollution in his own environment. And if this book should
happen to inspire a reader to carry out further research in the field
of Environmental Toxicology, the writer should feel that his
efforts in writing this book has not been in vain.

THAN OO
President
Myanmar Academy of Arts and Science
May 2010 Ministry of Education
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